
COMUNICADO DE PRENSA 

Senadores solicitan unirse como “Amigos 
de la Corte” en caso Conde-Álvarez 
  
(El Capitolio – 9 de marzo de 2015) - El Presidente del Senado de Puerto Rico, 
Eduardo A. Bhatia, así como los senadores del Partido Popular Democrático 
(PPD), Aníbal José Torres, Ángel Rosa Rodríguez, Cirilo Tirado, Miguel Pereira, 
Ramón Luis Nieves, José Nadal Power y Mari Tere González,  solicitaron hoy al 
Primer Circuito del Tribunal de Apelaciones de los Estados Unidos en Boston, au-
torización para unirse como Amigos de la Corte (Amicus Curiae) en el caso Conde-
Álvarez (Appeal No. 2014-2184) que busca el reconocimiento del matrimonio civil 
entre dos personas del mismo sexo. En una moción presentada hoy, los senadores 
solicitan permiso del Tribunal para unirse como “Amigos de la Corte” y al alegato 
(brief, en inglés) presentado por la Unión Americana de Libertades Civiles (ACLU, 
por sus siglas en inglés). 
  
Con relación a este asunto, el presidente del Senado, Eduardo A. Bhatia, autoriza 
la siguiente declaración: 
  
“Uno de los grandes retos que exige nuestros tiempos es poder garantizar y honrar 
en igualdad los derechos civiles básicos de todos los seres humanos. En su Carta 
de Derechos, la Constitución del Estado Libre Asociado de Puerto Rico dispone 
que la dignidad del ser humano es inviolable. De igual forma, tanto nuestra Carta 
de Derechos, como la decimocuarta enmienda de la Constitución de Estados 
Unidos establecen la igual protección de las leyes para todo hombre y para toda 
mujer. Aunque son derechos constitucionales y universalmente reconocidos, éstos 
no han sido honrados en su plenitud ni en Puerto Rico ni en algunos estados. 
  
Hace cerca de un año, el matrimonio Conde-Álvarez presentó una demanda ante 
el Tribunal de Distrito Federal para el Distrito de Puerto Rico para que en nuestra 
jurisdicción se reconociera civilmente su matrimonio contraído en el estado de 
Massachusetts. Dicho Tribunal, por decisión del Hon. Juez Juan  Pérez Giménez, 
desestimó la demanda por lo que el matrimonio apeló al Primer Circuito del Tri-
bunal Federal de Estados Unidos. 
  
Estoy convencido de que es momento de dar la batalla que nos exige nuestra gen-
eración y de luchar porque se reconozca la igualdad de todas las personas a ex-
presar su amor y compromiso de vida. Antes en nuestra historia hemos tenido 
acontecimientos donde se ha alzado la voz de la justicia a favor de la igualdad. En 



el siglo pasado, se libró una gran lucha por terminar con la discriminación en contra 
de los afroamericanos en Estados Unidos, para que obtuvieran su derecho al voto, 
para que todo niño y toda niña, sin importar el color de su piel, pudiera tener acce-
so a la misma educación y para que se reconociera el matrimonio interracial (Lov-
ing v. Virginia, Tribunal Supremo de Estados Unidos). Se libró también una batalla 
para que tanto hombres como mujeres tuvieran igual acceso a derechos y a opor-
tunidades, como el derecho al voto. Nuestra realidad histórica actual nos exige que 
actuemos con la misma valentía y sentido de equidad ante un asunto que es en-
teramente sobre la dignidad y el reconocimiento de derechos humanos. 
  
Es por esto que hoy, junto con otros compañeros senadores,  solicitamos al Primer 
Circuito del Tribunal de Apelaciones de los Estados Unidos unirnos como “Amigos 
de la Corte” y unirnos al alegato (brief) presentado por la Unión Americana de Lib-
ertades Civiles (ACLU), a favor de la apelación que presentó el matrimonio Conde-
Álvarez. Agradezco a mis compañeros senadores por haber dado un gran paso 
adelante hacia la igualdad plena de derechos”. 
  
Al alegato de la ACLU al que se unen los senadores, se unieron ya las siguientes 
organizaciones: 
  
AARP 
Advancement Project 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Alaska Federation of Natives 
Alliance for Retired Americans 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee 
American Association for Affirmative Action 
American Association of College for Teacher Education 
American Association of People with Disabilities 
AAUW 
American Baptist Churches, U.S.A.-National Ministries 
American Civil Liberties Union 
American Council of the Blind 
American Ethical Union 
American Federation of Government Employees 
American Federation of Labor-Congress of Industrial Organizations 
American Federation of State, County & Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO 
American Federation of Teachers, AFL-CIO 
American Friends Service Committee 
American Islamic Congress (AIC) 
American Jewish Committee 
American Nurses Association 
American Postal Workers Union, AFL-CIO 
American Society for Public Administration 
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association 
Americans for Democratic Action 



Americans United for Separation of Church and State 
Amnesty International USA 
Anti-Defamation League 
Appleseed 
Asian Americans Advancing Justice | AAJC 
Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance 
Association for Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired 
B’nai B’rith International 
Bend the Arc 
Brennan Center for Justice at New York University School of Law 
Building & Construction Trades Department, AFL-CIO 
Center for Community Change 
Center for Responsible Lending 
Center for Social Inclusion 
Center for Women Policy Studies 
Children’s Defense Fund 
Church of the Brethren-World Ministries Commission 
Church Women United 
Coalition of Black Trade Unionists 
Coalition on Human Needs 
Common Cause 
Communications Workers of America 
Community Action Partnership 
Community Transportation Association of America 
Compassion & Choices 
DC Vote 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 
DEMOS: A Network for Ideas & Action 
Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund 
Disability Rights Legal Center 
Division of Homeland Ministries-Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Epilepsy Foundation of America 
Episcopal Church-Public Affairs Office 
Equal Justice Society 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
FairVote: The Center for Voting and Democracy 
Families USA 
Federally Employed Women 
Feminist Majority 
Friends Committee on National Legislation 
Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network (GLSEN) 
General Board of Church & Society of the United Methodist Church 
Global Rights: Partners for Justice 
GMP International Union 
Hip Hop Caucus 
Human Rights Campaign 
Human Rights First 
Immigration Equality 



Improved Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks of the World 
International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers 
International Association of Official Human Rights Agencies 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters 
International Union, United Automobile, Aerospace and Agricultural Implement 
Workers of America (UAW) 
Iota Phi Lambda Sorority, Inc. 
Japanese American Citizens League 
Jewish Council for Public Affairs 
Jewish Labor Committee 
Jewish Women International 
Judge David L. Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity 
Labor Council for Latin American Advancement 
Laborers’ International Union of North America 
Lambda Legal 
Latino Justice PRLDEF 
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law 
League of United Latin American Citizens 
League of Women Voters of the United States 
Legal Aid Society-Employment Law Center 
Legal Momentum 
Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation 
Matthew Shepard Foundation 
Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund 
Muslim Advocates 
Na’Amat USA 
NAACP 
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. 
NALEO Educational Fund 
National Alliance of Postal & Federal Employees 
National Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education 
National Association of Colored Women’s Clubs, Inc. 
National Association of Community Health Centers National Association of Con-
sumer Advocates (NACA) 
National Association of Human Rights Workers 
National Association of Negro Business & Professional Women’s Clubs, Inc. 
National Association of Neighborhoods 
National Association of Social Workers 
9 to 5 National Association of Working Women 
National Bar Association 
National Black Caucus of State Legislators 
National Black Justice Coalition National CAPACD 
National Coalition For Asian Pacific American Community Development 
National Center for Lesbian Rights 
National Center for Transgender Equality 
National Center on Time & Learning 
National Coalition for the Homeless 



National Coalition on Black Civic Participation 
National Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty 
National Committee on Pay Equity 
National Committee to Preserve Social Security & Medicare 
National Community Reinvestment Coalition 
National Conference of Black Mayors, Inc. 
National Congress for Puerto Rican Rights 
National Congress of American Indians 
National Consumer Law Center 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S. 
National Council of Jewish Women National Council of La Raza 
National Council of Negro Women 
National Council on Independent Living 
National Disability Rights Network 
National Education Association 
National Employment Lawyers Association 
National Fair Housing Alliance 
National Farmers Union 
National Federation of Filipino American Associations 
National Gay & Lesbian Task Force 
National Health Law Program 
National Hispanic Media Coalition 
National Immigration Forum 
National Immigration Law Center 
National Korean American Service and Education Consortium, Inc. (NAKASEC) 
National Latina Institute for Reproductive Health 
National Lawyers Guild 
National Legal Aid & Defender Association 
National Low Income Housing Coalition National Organization for Women 
National Partnership for Women & Families 
National Senior Citizens  Law Center 
National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc. 
National Urban League 
National Women’s Law Center 
National Women’s Political Caucus 
Native American Rights Fund 
Newspaper Guild 
OCA 
Office of Communications of the United Church of Christ, Inc. 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 
Open Society Policy Center 
ORT America 
Outserve-SLDN 
Paralyzed Veterans of America 
Parents, Families, Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
People for the American Way 
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. 
Planned Parenthood Federation of America, Inc. 



PolicyLink 
Poverty & Race Research Action Council (PRRAC) 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
Pride at Work 
Prison Policy Initiative 
Progressive National Baptist Convention 
Project Vote 
Public Advocates 
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 
Retail Wholesale & Department Store Union, AFL-CIO 
SAALT (South Asian Americans Leading Together) 
Secular Coalition for America 
Service Employees International Union 
Outserve-SLDN 
Sierra Club 
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. 
Sikh American Legal Defense and Education Fund 
Sikh Coalition 
Southeast Asia Resource Action Center (SEARAC) 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
Southern Poverty Law Center 
TASH 
Teach For America 
The Andrew Goodman Foundation 
The Arc 
The Association of Junior Leagues International, Inc. 
The Association of University Centers on Disabilities 
The National Conference for Community and Justice 
The National PTA 
The Voter Participation Center 
TransAfrica Forum 
Transportation Learning Center 
Union for Reform Judaism 
Unitarian Universalist Association 
UNITE HERE! 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America 
United Church of Christ-Justice and Witness Ministries 
United Farm Workers of America (UFW) 
United Food and Commercial Workers International Union 
United Mine Workers of America 
United States International Council on Disabilities 
United States Students Association 
United Steelworkers of America 
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
Wider Opportunities for Women 
Workers Defense League Workmen’s Circle 
YMCA of the USA, National Board 
YWCA USA 



Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. 
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